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IntroductionIntroduction

The words "miracle" and "miracles" appear in the Scriptures a total of 37 times, and except in a
few cases, the words have the same meaning throughout. In Hebrew it is the word 'owth', while
in Greek it is 'semeion'.

• owth [oth]  -  (in the sense of  appearing);  a  signal  (literally  or  figuratively),  as a  flag,
beacon, monument, omen, prodigy, evidence, etc.:--mark, miracle, (en-)sign, token.

• semeion [say-mi'-on] - an indication, esp. ceremonially or supernaturally: miracle, sign,
token, wonder.

Miracles are, in a sense, God making His work conspicuously visible to man, as a means of
proving who He is. They are a sign, or a token if you will, that God is who He claims to be. They
are also the signature of God which He writes on the declaration of our faith.

Take a moment and  read Exodus 7:1-5. In these few sentences, the Creator of the universe
gives Moses and Aaron a mission to go and free His people from Egyptian slavery. The Lord
specifically says that He will  work signs and wonders (miracles) before them that Egypt will
know beyond all doubt who He is. God could have very quietly and discreetly picked up His
people and moved them. But instead He worked in power and might, and thereby gave the
Egyptians the opportunity to know and surrender to Him. 

In  Daniel chapter 4, king Nebuchadnezzar declares the miracles, signs, and wonders that God
wrought upon him personally. Nebuchadnezzar testifies that  these experiences brought him to
repentance before the God of Daniel.

It is important to remember though, that Satan and his legions can perform wonders too, and
they often do so as a means to lure men away from the true and living God. Take a look at  II
Thess. 2:6-10 and Matt. 24:23+24. In both of these passages, Israel is warned to beware of
Satan and the false prophets during the last days. We can rest assured that if the devils will try
to deceive Israel in the last days, they most certainly are trying to deceive the whole world in
our modern era.

It is for this reason, that we embark on this study of miracles. Using this study guide, we will
count down through my list of "Top-Ten Signs & Wonders", looking at each one in detail. Not
only will we learn the facts about each one, but we will also discover what character trait or
part of His nature God was demonstrating through the miracle. Finally, we will make spiritual
application with each one, that we may grow and be drawn closer to God. In the end, we
should be well equipped to discern between the works of God, and those of His enemies. We
will be able to see the signature of God through His signs and wonders.

So, hang on tight and let's begin our journey into the mighty power of God!

Pastor Matt Gerwitz



#10 - The Creation of the Universe#10 - The Creation of the Universe

We start  at  the  creation,  not  because  it  is  the  least  important  in  the  list,  but  because  it
establishes who God is. If man will not accept the miracle of the creation, he will never accept
the authority of God. The person with this mindset will never see the signature of God, so the
rest of the signs and wonders will be of no help in showing him the truth about the Lord. We
will begin by reading Genesis 1:1-2:3

The Facts

1. "In the beginning" - Gen. 1:1 establishes the fact that God existed before anything else. 
Although there are other Scripture references that declare the eternal nature of God, Gen. 1:1 
does fine on its own. There are three basic viewpoints regarding the origin of the universe. They
are:

• Evolution – The universe as we know it evolved from a cosmic soup over millions of 
years. The cosmic soup may have been the result of an alien science experiment, a big 
bang, or some unknown source.

• Theistic evolution – God created the cosmic soup, applied the "big bang", and then left it
to evolve on its own.

• Creation – God created everything, both seen and unseen. He did so with purpose and 
design, and sin is what has damaged the creation.

2. How long did the creation take? (Gen. 2:1-3)

a) According to 1:4+5, what is God's definition of a day?

b) What did God give us as a measurement of a day? (14-18)

c) How long is a day?

3. List below what was created on each day.

     Day 1: Day 2:

     Day3: Day 4:

     Day 5: Day 6:

4. Some other facts to know about the creation:

• The earth existed in a formless and void state before it was made into what we now 
recognize as the planet. (vs. 1+2)

• The earth was surrounded by – or mixed in if you will – with water. (vs. 2)
• God split the water into 2 sections, and divided them with the heavens
• With the lower water, he gathered up the earth and formed the globe we are on. (vs. 9) 

This is similar to the evaporation of saltwater. When the water is gone, you are left with 
a pile of salt.

• God created our universe with maturity, not with age.



What is Established

1. God is who He says He is. According to Heb. 11:6, why is this essential?

2. As the Creator of the universe, God has authority over all, and He has the power to control 
and use His creation in any way He sees fit. Read Ps. 66.

a) Who will be subdued by His power?

b) Who will rejoice in His power?

c) What warning is given in vs. 7?

The Application

Psalm 66 demonstrates the futility of living a life in rebellion toward God. As the Creator and
Sustainer of all life, He alone is the standard of right and wrong. Therefore, even if mankind
does not like God's standard,  he is still  subject to it.  No amount of man-made religion will
change that. So surrender to Him now, before it is too late.

NOTES:



#9 - The Parting of the Red Sea#9 - The Parting of the Red Sea

The parting of the Red Sea has been one of the most widely known miracles throughout history.
It was a mighty miracle that set Israel apart from all the heathen nations, in that they witnessed
the Creator  defend His  people.  Scientists  and skeptics  have  been trying  for  generations to
explain the parting of the Red Sea through  some natural means, but the fact remains that God
did it! (Read Exodus chp. 14)

The Facts

1. Very often, we ask for a miracle to correct the consequences of our own actions. But in this 
case the Israelites did not get themselves into a predicament which required rescue.

a) In vs. 1-3, what are God's instructions?

b) What is God's purpose?

c) How did Moses respond initially?

2. The Israelites were not privy to God's conversation with Moses. They were simply following 
their leader.

a) How did they react to their circumstances? (vs. 11+12) 

3. Moses admonishes the people in vs. 13+14. Explain each one:

a) Fear not 

b) Stand still

c) See the salvation of the Lord

d) You shall no more see the Egyptians

e) The Lord shall fight for you

f) Hold your peace

Despite his admonishment, Moses had an issue of his own. Verse 15 implies that he cried to the
Lord in fear and complaint. God answered, "Why cry you to me? speak to the children of Israel,
that they go forward:" Why was Moses wrong in his complaint and fear?



4. Vs. 16+21 indicate that Moses was given a responsibility here. In order for this miracle to
take place, he was required to stretch out his rod over the water, and God would do the rest. In
most cases we have a part in the working of miracle. Sometimes it is passive (see Mk. 1:30-32),
other times it is active.

5. The parting of the sea was not instant. (vs. 19-21)

a) How did God protect them as they waited ? 

b) How long did the parting take?

c) Why do you suppose God did it this way?

6. The mighty hand of God delivered Israel and destroyed her pursuers.

a) In vs. 22 God forms the water into

b) God further defends Israel in vs. 25. How?

The climax to this miracle is the saving of Israel and the destruction of the Egyptian army. In 
light of what we have seen here, explain vs. 30+31.

What is Established

1. God will allow seemingly treacherous circumstances in our lives in order to show Himself 
mighty on our behalf. (Ps. 106:1-12, II Chr. 16:1-9)

2. If God says something will happen, it absolutely will. (Nu. 23:19+20, Ps. 138:2)

3. God will honor your faith by protecting you from evil. Even if you go the wrong way, He will 
keep you from destruction. (Ps. 57:1-3, Ps. 23)

4. As God works a miracle on our behalf, He expects something from us. Sometimes it is simply 
to believe and watch, other times it is to be actively involved. (Heb. 11)

The Application

1. Life is a constant series of challenges and miracles. As Moses exhorted Israel to "stand and 
see the salvation of the Lord", we need to do the same. There comes a time when we need to 
sit down, shut up, and open our eyes and ears to God. His miracles are all around us if we are 
willing to see them.



2. While faith does require "feet", this is not the same thing as the "name-it- and-claim-it" 
philosophy. Nowhere in Exodus 14, or any Scriptures for that matter, do we see examples of 
man moving God to action through his own claims of faith.

3. When God gets the victory, it is complete. Israel would never again face the bondage of 
Egypt. If they had, it would have been because they willingly turned back and put themselves 
back in bondage. When God works a miracle for you, don't turn back to what He has destroyed;
live in His victory.

NOTES:



#8 - Changing Water to Wine#8 - Changing Water to Wine

The New Testament miracle that takes place at the Cana wedding is the next on our list. It is the
first miracle attributed to Jesus (in the flesh), and it marks the beginning of His public miracles.
This miracle is a wonderful picture of the transition from law to grace, from OT to NT. While the
law (old wine) covered the sins of men, it was the blood (new wine) of Christ that made the
payment for that sin. Furthermore, it was the Word (water) that became flesh (new wine) and
dwelled among men. Read John 2:1-11

The Facts

1. The city of Cana was in the northern portion of the province of Galilee; it was north of Jesus' 
hometown of Nazareth.

a) Solomon gave this land to Hiram as a gift, thousands of years before Christ. (I Ki. 9:10-
13)

b) Galilee was inhabited by Gentiles who lived among the Jews well into the NT era.
c) In Jesus' day, what was the Jewish opinion of Galilee as seen in Jn. 7:45-53?
d) This was not a region of great wealth. The residents were the lower middle class of the 

day.

2. The Jewish wedding feast normally went on for several days. Guests would come and go as 
they were bidden.

a) According to vs. 1, who was there for the feast?

b) What is the implication of this?

c) In vs. 2, who was called to come after the fact?

d) In all likelihood, who called for these guests?

3. The host of the feast, apparently did not plan correctly and ran out of wine.
It appears that Mary was involved in the hosting of this feast. She knows there is no wine, 
perhaps no one else did. (vs. 3)

(a) What does Mary do about this?

(b) Does she specifically ask for a miracle?

(c) At this point in time, Joseph is probably dead, and Jesus is the head of the family. 

Knowing this, why would Mary take her problem to Jesus?



4. Jesus responds to Mary by saying, "Woman, what have I to do with you? my hour is not yet 
come."

a) 'Woman' - gune [goo-nay'] a woman; specially, a wife. What did Jesus establish by 

addressing her as "woman"?

b) 'hour' - hora [ho'-rah] an "hour":--day, hour, instant, season. What does Jesus mean by 

"my hour is not yet come."?

c) Mary comes with expectation that Jesus can meet the need. He has probably done so 

many times in meeting the needs of his family. In this case, since the wine was already 

gone, nothing short of a miracle would meet the need.

d) What was Mary's response to Jesus?

e) What does this say about the doctrine of Mary being a mediator for man? 

5.  Six water pots were used to complete the miracle. These water pots would have been the 
ones used to wash the guests as they arrived to the feast. Each one contained 2 to 3 gallons of 
water.

a) Jesus commands that they be filled with water, and they were filled right to the brim. 

(vs. 7)

b) What does Jesus command next?

c) Did Jesus make a big show of this?

d) What was the reaction to this miracle wine?

e) Who is aware of what just happened?

What is Established

1. Wine is a Biblical symbol or 'type' of God's covenant with men. Mankind had exhausted the 
old wine (Mosaic covenant) and Jesus brought in the new wine (covenant of grace). Read Heb. 
8:6-13

2. The old wine (covenant) was a product of men, by men, while the new wine (covenant) came
solely from Jesus.

3. The only mediator between God and man is Jesus. (I Tim. 2:5+6)



4. God sometimes performs miracles simply because we ask, and He desires to bless His 
children. In those cases, no one else needs to know.

The Application

1. Don't be afraid to ask. Just as Mary knew what Jesus is capable, we know too. Nothing is 
impossible, and the worst that can happen is God says, "no". In that case, He will still see you 
through. (II Cor. 12:7-9)

2. When you do need a miracle, don't tell God how to do it. Simply tell Him what the need is, 
and allow Him to address it as He sees fit. (Lk. 12:30+31)

NOTES:



#7 - The Battle of Jericho#7 - The Battle of Jericho

There's an old Christian folk song entitled Joshua Fought the Battle of Jericho. The verse is as
follows:

Joshua fought the battle of Jericho, Jericho, Jericho
Joshua fought the battle of Jericho
And the walls came a tumblin' down

This may be a song you are familiar with, as it is pretty well known. The funny thing is that a lot
of Bible critics don't consider what happened at Jericho to be a miracle. But it is as much a
miracle as any of the others we will study. Read Josh. chp. 6

1. As discussed in the Red Sea lesson, in most cases God requires our participation in His 
performing of a miracle. Sometimes that participation is minor, while other times a lot is 
expected of us. This is a case where Israel's participation was quite significant.

a) What is the "miracle killer" in the text of Matt. 13:53-58?

b) In Heb. 11:6 what 2 things go hand-in-hand?

c) Which comes first?

d) Knowing this, explain why Jesus was limited in Matt. 13?

e) If God does not perform a miracle for you, does that mean you lack faith? 

The Facts

1. Joshua had previously sent spies into Jericho, in preparation for the battle (Josh. chp. 2).

a) What does that tell us about belief and faith?

b) As chapter 6 opens, the Israelites have besieged Jericho and are awaiting Joshua's 
further command.

c) What does God tell Joshua in vs. 2?

2. God lays out the battle plan (vs. 3-5). List below:

a) vs. 3 – What are they are to once per day?

b) For how many days?

c) vs. 4 - The priests are shown with two things. They are: 



d) How many times do the people circle on the 7th day?

e) What are they to do as they circle?

f) What is to be the result?

3. Verse 11 makes a rather peculiar statement. It says that "ark of the Lord compassed the city".

a) Why do you think it is worded like this?

b) What does the ark contain? (Heb. 9:4)

c) What do these things represent?

d) God's holiness and authority allow Him to do as He pleases, and He will care and provide
for all who obey.

4.  At  the conclusion of  the 7th circling on the 7th day,  the walls  of  Jericho fell  down flat.
Historical records indicate that Jericho sat on a hill and was surrounded by three walls. The first
was a retaining wall that was about 15 ft. high. On top of that the outer wall which was approx.
6 ft. thick and 25 ft. high. The inner wall was of similar dimension, but whose base was approx.
46 ft. above the ground level outside the retaining wall. Israel had no means to penetrate this
city. Yet the walls fell  FLAT!  That means the Israelites did not have to scale a mountain of
debris.

5. There was one task remaining after the walls collapsed. Describe in your own words vs. 21-
25:

What is Established

1. As we go through this life, we are not to wait for God to do something big before we move. 
We do what He's given us to do, and prepare for further instructions.

Psalms encourages us many times to wait on the Lord. But that word does not mean to sit and 
do nothing until God does something. It means to "wait upon", like a server in a restaurant. We 
fill the order as God decides what He wants. We are to be continually busy serving Him.

2. God does not need human beings or our resources to accomplish His goals. But He gives us 
the honor and blessing of participating. (Ps. 18:29-36)

3. Sometimes God does not defeat the enemy entirely, but removes the barriers and lets us win
the victory (by His strength, of course). (Rom. 8:31)

4. As God works His will, He does not desire the destruction of the wicked. He will save those 
who repent and seek Him. (Ez. 33:11)



The Application

1. In and of ourselves, none of us have the means to stand against our three enemies. None of 
us has the ability to accomplish what God has given us to do. Therefore, God's intervention is a 
necessity.

2. Be faithful in whatever God has for you to do, and be constantly on the look-out for what 
may come in the future.

3. Walk by faith! That is, when you come up against the "big one", remember that God never 
fails. Live and behave like you expect a victory! A good way to explain walking by faith is to say, 
"live in expectancy". Expect a miracle.

4. Look for those you can help along the way. Rahab was probably very thankful for the grace 
and help of Joshua.

5. Remember that a victory is not a signal to stop. It may be a time of rest, but after the rest is 
over, get back up and get back to it. As long as you remain in this life, God has something for 
you to do.

NOTES:



#6 - Peter Walks on the Water#6 - Peter Walks on the Water

Have you ever found yourself doing or saying something that would normally be impossible for
you? Most Christians at one time another will experience the power of God working through us,
rather than merely for us. Whether it is boldness in your witness, the ability to withstand a trial,
or a valiant act of heroism, God does use us at times to work His signs and wonders. How
exciting to be part of the Lord's work! Read Matt. 14:22-32.

The Facts

1. This miracle takes place during the early morning hours of the day after the feeding of the 
5,000.

a) Where were the apostles? (vs. 22+24)

b) Where was Jesus? (vs. 23)

c) Do you think that Jesus was worried about their welfare? 

d) Why or why not?

2. As they attempted to cross the water, the apostles found themselves in the middle of rough 
waters.

a) The time is between 3:00 and 6:00 AM - 4th watch (vs. 25)

b) They see Jesus walking on the water and suppose Him to be a Spirit. (vs. 26)

c) What was their reaction?

d) Considering their surroundings, why did they not recognize Jesus?

e) How did Jesus respond to them? (vs. 27)

f) 'good cheer' - tharseo [thar-seh'-o]  to have courage. Why should they be of good 

cheer? 

3. Peter, desiring to prove the Lord, asked Jesus to bid him com out onto the water.
'bid' - keleuo [kel-yoo'-o] from the primary 'kello' (to urge on); "hail"; to incite by word, order

a) Does Peter question Jesus ability to sustain him? 

b) Does Peter question the risks involved?



c) What is the only thing he's waiting for?

d) Did Peter get what he was waiting for? 

4. As Peter walks toward Jesus, his attention is distracted by the weather conditions, and fear 
set in.

a) Does this mean that Peter lacked faith ? Why or why not?

b) What course of action does Peter take? 

c) How does Jesus respond?

d) Jesus declares that Peter is a man of little faith and much doubt. He is not unlike most of
us. But a little faith, exercised properly will become great faith.

5. Upon Jesus entering the ship with Peter, the wind immediately ceased.

a) What does that suggest regarding the wind and the waves?

b) What was the result of this miracle on those who witnessed it?

What is Established

1. God is intimately involved in every aspect of our lives. Even when it seems as though we are 
alone, we are not. (Matt. 10:28-31, Ps.139:1-10)

2. Our physical senses can sometimes interfere with our ability to recognize spiritual things. We 
are able to readily see and know our circumstances, but that can hinder spiritual 
understanding. (Eph. 4:17+18, Lk. 12:16-21)

3. Peter is a great example of faith in this story, at least until his fear set in. He showed the little 
faith he had, by obeying the command of Jesus. This is a great testimony that we as believers 
can do anything if God gives us command. (Matt. 21:21+22, Phil. 4:12+13)

4. When a believer does step out in faith, and with a right heart toward God,  the Lord will 
honor it. Even if we make mistakes along the way, or we become distracted and fearful, God 
will hold us up and fix the mistakes. (Ps. 63)

The Application

1. Miracles happen every day, it's just that we do not always recognize them. Having the mind 
and heart tuned in to God will enable us to look past what our physical senses tell us, and trust 
God for a miracle.

2. Faith is an amazing thing, as Peter demonstrated. We do well if we follow the example of the 
apostles, who said to Jesus in Lk. 17:5, "And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith."



3. As Christians we ought not to fear, regardless of our circumstances. The heart of fear always 
hinders the feet of faith.

4. Even if your faith falters, the Lord God still loves you, and has no intention of letting you 
drown. If He speaks, just move. He will take care of the rest.

NOTES:



#5 - The Raising of Lazarus#5 - The Raising of Lazarus

It is sometimes difficult to understand the will of God, especially when it creates circumstances
which we find uncomfortable or painful. Such was the case when Jesus' close friend Lazarus,
died unexpectedly. Even those who trust the Lord implicitly suffer sorrow and loss, and God
allows it for our own benefit. Read John 11:1-45

The Facts

1. This man Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha was very ill. The sisters sent messengers 
to dispatch Jesus, expecting that He would come and help.

a) vs. 2 indicates that Mary was devoted to Jesus. Read Jn. 12:1-8

b) vs. 3 tells us that Lazarus was one whom Jesus loved. This is a special bond of human 
love and friendship between Jesus and these three siblings.

c) What does Jesus reveal about Lazarus' illness in vs. 4?

2. Jesus loves Lazarus, Mary, & Martha, yet He reacts to the news in a very peculiar way.

a) Chp. 10 tells us that when Jesus received the news, He was in the wilderness beyond 
Jordan, where John began his ministry. This is approx. 20-25 miles from Bethany; about 
a day's walk.

b) Does He immediately head for Lazarus' home in Bethany?

c) How long does He stay before heading out?

d) When Jesus decides to go, what do the disciples think? 

e) If He stays put, Martha & Mary will suffer in their grief. If He goes to them, the disciples 
will be overwhelmed by fear (vs. 16). They will both be taken care of if Jesus does His 
thing.

f) What is Jesus' perspective of Lazarus in vs. 11? 

g) What is the human reality in vs. 14?

h) Jesus states that He is glad that He was not there to save Lazarus. Explain:

3. When Jesus arrives in Bethany, He finds that Lazarus had been already in the grave for four 
days.

a) Knowing that Bethany is a day's journey from the Jordan wilderness, calculate when 

Lazarus actually died.



b) Does this explain why Jesus stayed put for 2 days? If so, why?

4. Among the family and friends, there are many mourners who have come from Jerusalem, 
being that it was less than 2 miles away.

a) Martha goes to meet Jesus. What is she thinking?

b) What does Martha know regarding the will of God? 

c) A very important event takes place in vs. 25-28. What is it?

NOTE: We are beginning to see the will of God unfold in these seemingly sad circumstances.

5. Jesus has not yet arrived in town, but when Mary hears that He's coming, she runs right out 
to meet Him.

a) She unintentionally leads the mourners to Jesus as well. (vs. 31)

b) Lk. 10:38-42 tells us that Mary was already a devoted disciple of Jesus, which makes her 
cry to Jesus different from her sister's.

c) Mary was simply bringing her grief to Jesus.

d) How does Jesus react, and why?

6. Unbelief is the rule of the day as the Jews doubt Jesus' ability to heal a sick Lazarus.

• While Martha is now a believer, she has misunderstood what Jesus said regarding the 
life of Lazarus. She's about to gain understanding.

7. In contrast to the quiet and secretive miracle at Cana, the raising of Lazarus is a very loud and
public affair.

a) What was the purpose of this?

b) Was it accomplished?

What is Established

1. God has never promised us the "health and wealth" doctrine preached by many modern 
churches. Sorrow and loss come to saved and unsaved alike, our only advantage is that we have
access to the Comforter. (Ecc. 2:14-16, Jn. 14:16, 16:17)



2. God allows trial and tribulation that we might be made more like Him. Be thankful that He 
allows it, as that means He loves you. He rejoices when we rejoice, and He weeps when we 
weep. (Rom. 5:1-5, Jas. 1:1-4)

3. God alone has power over the human spirit and soul. Lazarus could not restore his own spirit 
and soul, and then raise himself, and neither could anyone else. Therefore, if God alone 
controls it, is it not wise then to surrender to Him before it becomes an issue? (Heb. 7:22-27)

The Application

1. God knows what He's doing, so let Him be God. No matter how dark the day seems, 
persevere in heart and mind that the Lord will prevail in the end.

2. Your faithful witness of God's love will lead others right to Jesus. When they see his kindness 
to you, they will believe on Him themselves. So rather than complain, murmur, and cry, praise 
Him instead!

NOTES:



#4 - Gideon's Fleece#4 - Gideon's Fleece

Gideon was a judge in Israel who succeeded Deborah. In the period between the two, Israel had
fallen back into idolatry and was morally and militarily weak. As a result, the Midianites and
Amelekites invaded Israel annually, and plundered the land. Gideon was raised up by God to
deliver the nation from these attacks. Read Judges 6:11-16, 36-40

The Facts

1. As we see in most cases of God's anointed, Gideon was not a man of any position, authority, 
or wealth. But he did possess two specific qualities that God is interested in.

a) According to vs. 11, what was Gideon's profession?

b) In vs. 12, the angel tells Gideon, "the Lord is with you", and Gideon responds in vs. 13. 
There is one word that makes a difference between the two statements. What is it?

c) Based on this, what was the first quality that Gideon possessed?

2. Gideon doubts the words of the angel, and rightfully so. The current circumstances indicate 
that Israel was indeed separated from God.

a) Who takes over the conversation in vs. 14? 

b) Who has sent Gideon to deliver the nation?

c) vs. 15 reveals the second quality. What is it?

d) At the close of this exchange, God once again assures Gideon that He will be with him.

3. In verses 25-32, we read about Gideon's first task of deliverance.

a) What was this task?

b) Why do you suppose God would command this first?

4. Moving down to vs. 36, Gideon is preparing to go to battle against Midian. He is still doubtful 
that God will use him to deliver the nation. Gideon decides to seek a sign through the fleece of 
wool. There are two important facets to Gideon's test:

• The conditions make it impossible in the natural realm. (vs. 37)

• In meeting the conditions, God made absolutely sure there was no room for doubt.



5. Gideon asks God for a 2nd sign and God willingly complies. While it is rare for God to allow
Himself to be tested, perhaps an exception was made because of what was in store for Gideon.
You can read through chapter 7 and see how God reduced Gideon's army from 33,000 to 300.

God sent them into battle against an army of 120,000 with lamps, pitchers, and trumpets as
their weaponry. This was a case where the task was so monumental, that God was willing to
give Gideon all the assurance He needed.

What is Established

1. God is looking for people who are faithful in the little things, and have a genuine heart of 
humility. He has no use for pride, arrogance, self-sufficiency, or anything else that will rob Him 
of His rightful glory. (Is. 42:8, Dan. 4:30-33)

2. If God is with you, the odds against you are meaningless. He could have defeated the 
Philistines with an army of two if He had wanted to. No one can stand before the Creator of the
universe, but He is on the side of every believer. (Rom. 8:30-37, Ps. 147:12-20)

3. Faith is not blind, it is intelligent. The Lord expects us to act on what He has said, rather than 
how we feel or what we perceive. Trying God, or asking Him for confirmation is completely 
legitimate for the Christian, although the "fleece" method is not the best way. As Christians, we 
have the Holy Spirit and the gift of discernment, which was not available to Gideon. Fleeces are 
still acceptable to God, but discernment is a better way. (I Cor. 12:7-11, Heb. 5:8-14)

4. When God proves Himself with signs and wonders, he does so in such a way as to leave no 
possibility of a natural occurrence producing the same results. How foolish then is man that 
tries to come up with explanations, or worse yet,, attempts to explain away God's miracle. (I 
Cor. 1:23-29)

The Application

1. Gideon was an average, normal guy and God gladly used him. So was David, Noah, the virgin 
Mary, Peter, et al. We may think that defeating the Midianites in battle was extraordinary, but 
to God it is no more so than raising godly children. Look for the Lord in the little things, because 
when ever a heart is drawn to the Savior, that's the greatest miracle of all.

2. Don't allow your resources to determine your level of faith. Instead, let the Word of God 
determine it. Believe what God has said and act accordingly. God will provide the resources as 
needed, if you and I will simply obey.

3. God is not required to prove Himself to us, but in His grace and mercy He does so every day. 
Look for it, listen for it, pay attention to what goes on around you. It is amazing what the heart 
and mind can see, if one is intent on find the Lord.

NOTES:



#3 - The Woman With the Issue of Blood#3 - The Woman With the Issue of Blood

In the introduction to this study, we discussed that God's purpose for signs and wonders was to
be a testimony that He is who He claims to be. Ultimately, this is designed to bring the human
heart to repentance and a seeking of the Lord. Every once in a while, we see both combined in
a very personal miracle. Such is the case with the woman who had the issue of blood. Read Lk.
8:40-48.

The Facts

1. Jesus was returning to Galilee after an eastern journey to Gadera. Upon his return, he was 
met by large numbers of people who had heard of his miracles and were waiting for him. 
Though we are focusing specifically on the miracle with the woman, there is another very 
personal miracle that takes place.

a) How old was Jairus' daughter? 

b) What was her need?

c) How long had the woman been ill?

d) What was her need? 

e) Is there a possible connection between the two? If yes, explain:

2. The woman had spent every penny she had on medical treatments, hoping for a cure.

a) What does this say about healing the body?

b) Read Mk. 5:27+28. Why does she decide to touch Jesus garment? (note - remember the 

word 'whole') 

c) When she touches Jesus' garment, what specifically happened to her?

3. Jesus wants to know who touched Him. It is quite possible that He already knows, but it's 
also possible that the Holy Spirit did not reveal this to Him. Either way, we will see that the 
purpose of the question is the same.

a) When all denied, Peter and the gang chided Jesus because with so many people around,
He was being constantly touched.

b) What was significant about this woman's touch? How did it affect Jesus? 

c) 'virtue' - dunamis [doo'-nam-is] force; miraculous power:--ability, abundance, might



4. The woman, who is trying to hide, decides that she has been found out.

a) Why would she try to hide?

b) What does she do when she's found out?

c) Explain what is meant when the woman says she was immediately healed:

d) This miracle is not done yet. Jesus does one more thing in vs. 48. Explain:

e) Read Lk. 17:11-19. From this text, explain the difference between being healed and 

being made whole. 

5. The text goes on to tell of how Jairus' daughter was also made whole by Jesus. The personal 
nature of both these cases is a testament to the love and grace of God.

What is Established

1. God works circumstances in our lives over the course of many years, in order to bring us to a 
pivotal point. Sickness and death, although not always designed for that purpose, have a 
powerful way of bringing us to the feet of Jesus for mercy. (Acts 3:1-10, Ps. 37:23+24)

2. God is a very personal God and He is intimately interested in every individual. (I Pet. 5:6+7, 
Ps. 30:1-5)
3. A miracle in one's life is not necessarily a sign of saving faith. God works miracles on behalf of
both the just and unjust. We need to make sure our faith is based on the truth of what God has 
said, and not on experience, emotion, and mere cognitive belief. (Matt. 5:43-45, Js. 2:19)

4. Saving faith requires a heart of humility. Without humility there is no true repentance, and 
thus, no true salvation. (I Pet. 5:5-7, Is. 57:12-16)

The Application

1. If you are truly a child of the King, then understand what that means, and hold on to that 
relationship. Never allow your circumstances to be a measure of the strength of your 
relationship with Jesus. In all you circumstances; past, present, and future, look for Jesus and 
what He may be doing in your life.

2. It is normal to fear approaching God, but it is not necessary if you are a believer. He is 
gracious and compassionate, kind and merciful. He stands ready to help you at any time. For 
the non-believer, you never have to fear going to God in repentance, but you have plenty to 
fear if you refuse Him.

3. When the Lord does a work in your life, don't hide it away. tell as many people about it as 
you can. It helps to encourage the saints, and bring the lost to Jesus.



NOTES:



#2 - David Kills Goliath#2 - David Kills Goliath

Almost everyone knows that classic story of how David killed Goliath with a sling and a stone. In
fact, the story is so well known, that David and Goliath have become a modern idiom for the
triumph of good over evil, and for the underdog winning the battle. As I am sure we all know by
now, the Lord did not work this miracle simply to give us an interesting story to tell. Read I Sam.
17:1-51.

The Facts

1. Israel prepares to go to battle against the hated Philistines. The opposing armies were both 
pitched on mountains (hills) with a valley between them where the battle was to take place.

a) Goliath's height was between 7.5 and 10.5 feet (a cubit can range from 17 to 21 inches 
in length).

b) The staff of his spear was like a weaver's beam (think of a light post and take 1/3)

c) At .5 ounces/shekel, his coat was approx. 156 lbs., and the head of the spear was nearly 
19 lbs.

d) Goliath was a mighty and powerful man, but vs. 8-10 reveals his fatal flaw. What is it?

2. Goliath tried to make a deal, on the assumption that he would win a one-on-one battle with 
any Israeli soldier. The deal was that the nation of the loser would become the servant of the 
other.

a) How are Saul and his army described?

b) Define 'dismayed':

c) What does this say about the army of God's people? 

3. David is sent by Jesse to check on the welfare of his brothers, and find out the state of the 
battle.

a) In the meantime, Goliath's challenge continued daily for 40 days. What else do you 

know about "40 days"? 

b) It's possible that Jesse was expecting the worst.

c) As David talks with his brothers, Goliath presents himself again.

d) What was the reaction of the Israeli army?



e) What is the king's reward for the life of Goliath? 

f) Describe David's opinion of Goliath?

g) David's older brother sees him talking to the soldiers. How does he react?

h) Do you think he is genuinely concerned with David's welfare?

i) David ignores the objections of Eliab and continues to try and rally the troops.

4. Saul is informed of David's activity, and David is brought to him.

a) David offers to fight Goliath. Remember that he is not yet old enough to be in the army; 
he is a teenager at best.

b) What is Saul's response to the offer? 

c) David responds with a testimony of his own. He says something important in vs. 36 that 

tells us about David's faith. Did you catch it?

d) How does David expect to win the victory? 

e) Saul relents and agrees to allow David to fight.

5. Saul provides David with his own armor; because that's what you do when you go into battle.

a) David rejected the armor. Why?

b) 'prove' -  nacah [naw-saw'] to test; by implication, to attempt:--adventure, assay, prove, 
tempt, try. What was David comfortable with? 

Why?

6. David approaches Goliath with God at his side; Goliath approaches with his shield bearer in 
front of him.

a) Goliath challenges David, "Am I a dog...?" What do you think?

b) David responds to the challenge. It is interesting to note that David is bold, yet not 

arrogant. Explain:



7. The battle, short as it may have been, ensued.

a) How does David approach the enemy?

b) David reaches in his bag, grabs a stone, and slings it at Goliath. The stone hits him 
square in the forehead, and apparently breaks through the skull.

c) He must have made a loud thud when he fell.

d) How does David finish the job?

e) What happened to the remainder of the Philistine army?

What is Established

1. In the miracle of the Red Sea we learned that unbelief is a major "miracle killer". Here we can
add two more killers: fear and shame. Fear and shame differ from unbelief in that they cause us
to run away and not face the issue at hand. But if we understand that God loves us, then we 
need not fear. (II Tim. 1:6-8, I Jn. 4:16-18)

2. Though God needs no defense, there are times that we, for our own benefit, need to stand 
for God & righteousness. There is an old saying, "If you stand for nothing, you will fall for 
everything." (Josh. 24:15, Eph. 6:11+12)

3. God does not need the strength of an army; he does not need weapons or strategies to win. 
He will always be victorious because he is God. (Zech. 4:6+7, Is. 54:14-17)

4. We are all different, and the Spirit has bestowed on us different gifts and abilities. We don't 
all fit into a mold and things the same way, and that's OK. If David would have attempted to 
follow the norm of the day, he would have lost. (I Cor. 12:1-11)

5. Pride goes before a fall. (Pr. 16:18, 29:23)

The Application

The application here is short and sweet: get up and get on with it. Unfortunately we live in a 
generation that in my opinion, is soft. We have been blessed materially, we have enjoyed 
relative safety and peace, and most of us live a comfortable life of ease. Yet the enemies of God
are out there, and they are busy. Running and hiding from them is the reason this nation is in 
the condition it's in.

So, we need to stand tall, start living like we believe what God says, and get on with it. There is 
no time for self-pity, psychoanalysis, and committee meetings. We do not need new and 
innovative ways of doing things, Gods ways work just fine. Right is right and wrong is wrong; we
don't need the "new morality" either. So.... get up and get on with it, and let God give you the 
victory.



NOTES:



#1 - The Resurrection of Jesus#1 - The Resurrection of Jesus

We began with the creation story because it is the foundation of all else. Our knowledge of, and
belief  in  God,  rests  in  the  fact  that  "in  the  beginning"...  [He]  created".  We  end  with  the
resurrection of Jesus because it is this miracle which adds hope to our faith.

As Paul wrote in his first letter to the church at  Corinth (chp. 15), without the resurrection our
faith is worthless. What is most amazing about this miracle is that the same power that rose
Jesus from the grave is available to us, if we learn how to access it. Read Matt. 28:1-15

The Facts

1. It was the first day of the week [Sunday] when this miracle occurs.

a) This fulfills the prophecy of Mt. 12:40. (If you follow the chronology in Mark's gospel, it 
is very easy to determine that Jesus was crucified on Thurs. morning, buried Thurs. 
evening, then rose on Sun. morning.)

b) Mary Magdeline and Mary (the mother of James and Salome)[Mk. 15] come to the 
grave to anoint the body.

c) Apparently they were unaware of the sealed stone and the armed guards.

d) How did this miracle commence?

e) What caused it?

f) Do you think God was making a statement? If so, what? 

g) Describe the angel:

h) What was the reaction of the guards? 

2. The angel addresses the women. John's gospel tells us that Jesus spoke directly with Mary 
Magdalene.

a) His first words were "fear not you". These are common words for both angels and Jesus.
We need not fear God's ambassadors.

b) Why is Jesus not in the grave?

c) Why is this important to mention?

d) Was the stone rolled away so Jesus could escape?

3. John's gospel includes details about what was seen inside  the tomb. Read Jn. 20:3-8

a) What was the first thing John saw as he looked in?



b) Upon closer inspection, what was revealed?

c) What does this reveal about the absence of the body? 

d) Why leave the grave clothes behind? 

4. Returning to Matthew's gospel; the angel gives both a command and an encouragement.

a) What is the command?

The encouragement? 

b) As they run to tell the others, they are experiencing both fear and joy. Explain.

c) Jesus meets them along the way, and they fall at His feet in worship.

5. Some of the guards find the courage to go report the happenings. This indeed took great 
courage as they are faced with death as the punishment for allowing Caesar's seal to be broken.

a) To whom did they report? 

b) Why not to their Roman officers? 

c) What was the solution?

d) What was promised by the priests? 

e) vs. 15 makes a very bold statement. Explain.

What is Established

1. Jesus has victory over both sin and the grave, and that is proof of His deity. No other person 
has ever risen from the grave under his own power, nor will it ever happen in the future. His 
resurrection gives us victory as well. (I Cor. 15:51-58, Acts 2:23-28)

2. Jesus is who He claims to be! (Jn. 11:25+26)

3. Two or more witnesses establish a case according Jewish and Roman law. Over 500 people 
witnessed the resurrected Christ - case closed, slam dunk! (I Cor. 15:1-8)

4. There have always been those who deny the miracles of God. There are specifically those 
who deny the resurrection even to this day. The fact that people don't believe it does not 



negate the truth. For instance, you may not believe in gravity, but you will experience it if you 
jump off a building. Jesus rose from the dead, and the grave is still empty. That is the truth!

The Application

Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father but by Him (Jn. 14:6). Since
signs and wonders are the signature of God, and proof of His claims, the resurrection of Jesus
puts the final stamp on all of this. If you simply believe, receive, and surrender to Him, you will
have eternal life. If you are already born-gain, that same believing, receiving, and surrender, will
give you life on this earth more abundantly. Why fight it?

NOTES:



A note to teachers and study group leaders:

This study guide is a great resource to aid learning spiritual truth if used correctly. It is intended
for small groups of 2-10 people, but can be adapted to larger ones. 

The  methodology  employed  in  this  study  is  to  provoke  thought  and  discussion  within  the
framework of Scripture, thereby teaching the student how to learn and find the answer himself.
We believe this is a far better approach to study groups than simply "spoon-feeding" Scripture.

Therefore, questions and discussion are both encouraged. Don't feel like you must complete
one lesson per week to stay with the program. Take as long as needed to complete each lesson
with understanding, because the next lesson will build on the previous one.

Finally,  feel  free  to  copy  and  distribute  all  of  our  study  guides  free  of  charge.  The  only
restrictions we place on copying are the following:

• You may not copyright this work either in whole or in part
• You may not charge a fee for this work except to cover any costs of reproducing it
• You may not change the doctrinal positions we hold in these studies. If you disagree

with our doctrine, we request you use a different study guide.

May God bless you in your studies!

A final word to students:

God's miracles add a wonderful element of hope to our faith. We trust that you have gained at
least that knowledge from this study guide. In all the lessons learned, always remember that
nothing is  too big,  too hard,  or  too much for  our  God.  He is,  after all,  the  Creator  of  the
universe!

So, open your eyes, ears, heart, and mind, and LOOK for the Lord everyday. Once you begin to
recognize His handiwork, you will be amazed at what He's doing. Your faith will grow as you
learn to obey His commands, and he in turn is able to work in your life.

God bless you in your walk with our Lord!


